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Whatever it is in theory then, Gandhism in its practical
applications is at nearly every point conservative, an attempt to
preserve the old world whose breakdown had set us our
problem. It is thus to be ruled out as no solution.
the next solution to consider is communism. This is much
nearer the mark than Fascism. Indeed it is in principle a
complete solution. It does not require the conquest of the
world by a single power, as Fascism does. If the major powers
went communist they could and probably would cooperate, and
we should have peace. The instability of capitalism would
certainly be abolished. And there is no reason to doubt that
the standard of life would be steadily raised, especially in the
more backward countries. Thus all three of our conditions
would be fulfilled.
To the extent that he admits that the communists' aims are
right, Roy remains a supporter of the communist solution, and
of the Soviet Union, which has shown that the instability of
capitalism can be eliminated without economic disaster. What
is wrong with this solution is that it has confined itself almost
to the theoretical minimum necessary for a stable outcome; it
has not gone far enough. The scheme as it has worked out in
the Soviet Union has shown most serious defects, centring
round the failure to provide individual liberty. It may be that
if the communist solution were adopted throughout the world,
these defects would be remedied. The problem of peace being
solved, the need for militarism would vanish, and a more
acceptable regime, providing reasonable liberty and equality,
might emerge. Probably many communists expect this. There
is however considerable doubt about it, A theory has been
elaborated which condemns our idea of liberty as an error and
maintains that true freedom is to be found in absorption into
the body of society. And the existing illiberal regime in the
Soviet Union is maintained by a powerful privileged class which
would certainly not give up its dominant position easily.
In any case people judge by results. The fact is that the
achievements of the Soviet Union hitherto have not been such as
to inspire the rest of the world with a desire to do likewise; in fact
they have stirred up a great deal of opposition, so much so that
the success of communism on a world scale seems no longer a